sloughed, and bone necrosed; and the products of this necrotic action so affected his nerve-centres and his constitution generally, that his pulse became weak and irregular, the apex of one lung hepatized, diarrhoea set in, and his life appeared to be in jeopardy. The thumb was amputated ; abscesses in the forearm, and in the palmar and dorsal aspects of the hand, were evacuated, and drainage-tubes inserted.
After a most tedious course of treatment?locally by antiseptics, and generally by tonics and nutrients?he is now almost well, the sinuses being almost closed; but the hand is stiff at the wrist, and the fingers are considerably flexed. In the course of the surgical treatment it was noticed that the tissue ddbris, sloughs, and purulent matter removed by pressure, and in Brown, who never examined this patient, was in a similar position to myself, so far as results to his cases were concerned; and it is more than probable that the same cause originated the mischief both in Mrs A. and Mrs B., both having been affected on the same day. The same explanation, mutatis mutandis, will apply to the infection or inoculation of the other cases; the fingers of the accoucheur playing the same role in the production of the septicaemia that the impure sponge does in the propagation of pyjemia in the surgical wards of our hospitals. 
